1(>0                                        AMELIA.

4 any light an object of mercy. She is not only guilty
4 of dishonesty, but of cruelty; for she must know our
4 situation, and the very little we had left. She is besides
4 guilty of ingratitude to you, who have treated her with
4 so much kindness, that you have rather acted the part
4 of a mother than of a mistress. And so far from
; thinking her youth an excuse, I think it rather an
'i aggravation. It is true, indeed, there are faults which
4 the youth of the party very strongly recommends to
4 our pardon. Such are all those which proceed from
4 carelessness, and want of thought; but crimes of this
4 black dye, which are committed with deliberation, and
4 imply a bad mind, deserve a more severe punishment
4 in a young person than in one of riper years; for
4 what must the mind be in old, age which hath acquired
4 such a degree of perfection in villainy so very early!
4 such pei-sons as these it is really a charity to the public
4 to put out of society; and, indeed, a religious man
4 would put them out of the world for the sake of them-
4 selves *, for whoever understands any thing of human
4 nature must know, that such people, the longer
4 they live, the more they will accumulate vice and
4 .wickedness.'

4 Well, my dear,' cries Amelia, 4 I cannot argue with
4 you on these subjects. I shall always submit to your
4 superior judgment, and I know you too well to think
* that you will ever do any thing cruel.'

Booth then left Amelia to take care of her children,
and went in pursuit of the thief.